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In general appearance these beetles resemble the Elaterids.
They are very small, seldom exceeding 3 mm. in length, and
are usually somewhat obscurely coloured.
The head is sunk into the thorax as far as the eyes, which are
hairy and emarginate. The antennae are inserted on the front
and can be concealed in grooves beneath. They are usually
serrate; but in some species may have a loose, three-jointed
club. The thorax is closely applied to the abdomen, which is
completely covered by the elytra. The prosternum has a flat
elongation behind, fitting into a groove in the mesosternum.
There are five visible ventral segments ; but the first two are
not connate as in the Elateridce. The legs are short and re-
tractile, the tarsi five-jointed with one or more jointn having a
membranous lobe beneath. These beetles do not possesH the
power of jumping.
Little seems to be known of the life-history. The adults
are found at the roots of grass, in vegetable refuse and dead
wood or on plants. Fowler has listed the four British
species.
(d) HETEROMERA.
Anterior tarsi five-jointed, hind tarsi four-jointed.
TENEBRIONIDJE.
Antennae under a projection at the side of the head. Tarsal
claws simple. Five visible sternites.
This is a huge family containing well over 10,000 species,
They have a wide distribution, and are perhaps most abundant
in the North African and Mediterranean regionB.
The great majority of them are ground-living insects of
sombre colour and varying size, some being only a few milli-
metres, while others are nearly two inches long, and of robust
build. The head is of moderate size, with strong mandibles
of the herbivorous type. The antennae are short, eleven-
jointed and of variable form. The whole body is of compact
build and somewhat hard. The elytra are close-fitting, and
in many cases soldered together, wings being absent, or